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and epigones. The constant danger of classicism is to over-
emphasize authority at the expense of critical reason.

Classicism adopts consistency as the test of reality, but, at
its point of perfection, it remained finely poised and hesitant
between two interpretations of consistency. One, inner con-
sistency > consisted in organizing thought into a flawless system,
as closely knit, as inevitable as Euclid. The other, more prag-
matic, sought consistency in conformity with common beliefs
and with tradition: that alone is true which has been held con-
sistently > that is to say at all times, everywhere, and by every-
body: quod semper, quod ubiquey quod ab omnibus. The Clas-
sicists were well aware that "excessive reasoning may drive
reason away." Reason is but common sense raised to a higher
degree of consciousness j the philosopher who believes that he
can be right by himself, thanks to an infallible instrument in
his own individual mind, departs from common sense no less
than the visionary. The supreme test is consistency of experi-
ence among all men past and present. But then we escape the
desert of abstract Logic only to fall into the morass of unreason-
ing conformity.

Historically, the Classicists eluded this dilemma by inter-
preting Reason as "reasonableness," and "the rule of reason"
as the avoidance of extremes. The Classical spirit could thus be
defined as a compromise rather than a doctrine 5 and a compro-
mise is but a veil modestly thrown over the nakedness of in-
consistency. But we are now dealing with a tendency, not with
a formula. And the tendency of Classicism is plain: it could
not define with irrefutable clearness the principles that it
obeyed, but it stressed the virtue of discipline.

Discipline involves the sacrifice of whim and willfulness, not
of personality. The classicists maintain that the individual is
more fully himself in the well-regulated state than he would
be in isolation or in the midst of anarchy: he is requested to
give up only the liberty of harming himself as well as others.
The block-system on a railroad is not meant to stop or slow
down traffic^ on the contrary, it is only because all the signals